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Oral Recitation/Review 
Teacher: Salvete, amici Latinae 
Students: Salve, magistra (magister)
Teacher: Súrgite
Teacher: Recitemus
	   personal endings
	   imperfect tense endings
	   future tense endings
	   1st conj. p.p. endings
	   amo - three tenses, p.p.
	   do, sto, juvo, lavo - p.p.
	   sum - three tenses
Teacher: Sedete

Grammar Questions: 1-41

Latin Saying 
Say aloud and ask students to repeat after you. 
aut, conj.	 or

Grammar - Chalk talk
Perfect stem. What is the purpose of 
learning the principal parts of a verb? 
(So you can find the stems for all of 
the tenses)  The three tenses you have 
learned were built on what stem? (the 
present stem)  The next three tenses 
will be built on the perfect stem and are 
called the Perfect System.  

As shown in Bullet 1, write the 
principal parts of amo on the board and 
show students how the perfect stem is found by dropping the i from the 3rd principal part.  What is the present 
stem? (ama) What is the perfect stem? (amav)  Compare the two stems.  (The perfect stem adds the letter v.)  
(This is only true for 1st conjugation verbs with regular principal parts.)  The present stem is used for what tenses? 
(present, imperfect, future)  The perfect stem is used for what tenses? (perfect, pluperfect, future perfect)

Perfect Tense. Write the conjugation chart for the perfect tense on the board in two steps.  Write the stem, amav, 
on the board six times and then add the perfect tense endings.  Analyze the perfect tense endings. Write them on 
the board again as shown in Bullet 3 and circle the personal endings (-t, -mus, -tis, -nt).  In which two persons 
are the usual personal endings different?  (1st and 2nd singular, -i and -isti)  Pay special attention to the 2nd 
person singular and plural endings, -isti and -istis, which are easily confused.

Class Practice:  Write the principal parts of nato and servo and find the perfect stems.  Conjugate each in the 
perfect tense. 

Meanings. Look at Bullet 4. What does imperfect mean in Latin? (unfinished or not completed)  What does 
perfect mean in Latin? (finished or completed) What kind of an action does the imperfect tense describe? (a 
repeated or ongoing action in the past) What kind of action does the perfect tense describe? (a one-time action 
completed in the past)  
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nunc aut numquam             now or never

First Conjugation - Perfect tense

perfect stem        amav-
singular Plural

amavi I have loved amávimus we  have loved
amavisti you  have loved amavistis you  have loved
amavit he, she, it  has loved amaverunt they  have loved

 � The perfect stem is found by dropping the personal ending i from the third principal part.
 
  amo   amare  amavi  amatus
     
    amav/i     = amav

 � The perfect, pluperfect, and future perfect tenses make up the Perfect System.  All three tenses 
are built on the perfect stem. 

Vocabulary

non not

heri yesterday

hódie today

cras tomorrow procrastinate

nunc now

tum then, at that time

numquam never

umquam ever

semper always

saepe often

Lesson Viii
LESSON VIII
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VOCABULARY
Say each word aloud with its meaning and 
have students repeat after you.

Latin words without English cognates 
are more difficult for students to learn.  
Students are good at coming up with 	
fun ways to connect a Latin word to its 
meaning, however.  Teach heri, hódie, 
and cras as a unit and the rest of the 
words as pairs (now, then; never, ever; 
always, often).

Pronunciation helps:
The vowel team ae in saepe has the 
sound of /ey/ in they.

GRAMMAR - CHALK TALK
The primary meanings for the perfect 
tense are given in the grammar chart. 

Look at Bullet 3. 
Write I have loved on the board, 
and ask a student to complete the 
conjugation as you write it on the 
board.  (you have loved, he has loved, 
we have loved, you have loved, they 
have loved)  In what form does the 
helping verb change?  (3rd person 
singular - has instead of have)

**Memorize the perfect tense endings, the perfect tense of amo, and the three English meanings.**

Grammar - fyi
I loved is the simple past, I did love is the emphatic past, I have loved is the present perfect.  The present perfect 
tense in English describes either an action of no definite time in the past or one completed in the present. As 
explained before, there isn’t a one-to-one correspondence between the names and meanings of tenses in different 
languages. For instance: 
			 
			   Caesar walked to the Forum on the ides of March.  
			   Caesar walked to the Forum every day. 

The first sentence describes a one time completed action and would be translated by the perfect tense in Latin.  
The second sentence describes a repeated action and would be translated by the imperfect tense in Latin.  
In English, however, the past tense is used for both actions.  You can consult the appendix for a comparison 
between English and Latin tenses, but teaching this to students is not recommended.  At this point it is important 
that students simply memorize meanings for each tense that they learn.  A thorough understanding will not be 
needed until translation of real Latin literature is begun.
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 Word study  Grammar  syntax

 � The perfect tense is formed by adding the perfect tense endings to the perfect stem.  The 
perfect tense endings are: 
    i  imus
    isti  istis
    it  erunt

 � There are three translations for the perfect tense. 
  I loved  I have loved  I did love

 � For the Latin verb, perfect means completed.  The perfect tense describes a one-time action 
completed in the past.  The perfect tense is in contrast to the imperfect tense which 
describes a repeated or ongoing action in the past. The imperfect tense is like a video, the 
perfect tense is like a snapshot.  

Nunc aut numquam is an old saying with no known origin.  It is used as a 
mott o by many organizations, such as the Netherlands Commandos.

oral Drill

1. clamávimus

2. amavi

3. servavistis

4. superaverunt

5. ambulavit

6. oravisti

7. dederunt

8. erravi

9. stetistis

10. laudavit

1. we have judged

2. they have sailed

3. I have worked

4. she has given

5. you (p) have prepared

6. he has washed

7. it has helped

8. I have told

9. they have shouted

10. we have fought

we have shouted  judicávimus

I have loved  navigaverunt

you (p) have guarded  laboravi

they have overcome  dedit

hsi has walked  paravistis

you have prayed  lavit

they have given  juvit

I have erred  narravi

you (p) have stood  clamaverunt

hsi has praised  pugnávimus

LESSON VIII


